
After reading a story, the student gives you a sentence to summarize.  (You may say give me a sentence 

about the main character.)  Then you fold a piece of paper in half (hot dog style).  The top portion is for 

practicing and the bottom is for “just so” writing.   

 

 

 

 

The student write known words and stretches unknown words at the top bringing down the words when 

they are just so to create the sentence.  Have the student reread their writing as you go (I was at…, I was 

at the store…, I was at the store with my family).   

When they are done, choose a word at the top that has a chunk that needs to be worked on and have 

the student write other words that uses that same pattern (store, more, bore, tore).  While they are 

doing that, you write out the sentence on strips of paper and cut apart the words.  Mix them up then 

give them to the student to make the sentence.  Include the period.  Leave space between the words for 

the spaces you would leave while writing.  Have the student read the sentence several times to make 

sure it makes sense.  If not, ask,  Does that make sense? Does it sound right? Does it look right? 

 

Then have the student close their eyes while you cut apart the words, leaving chunks and phonics 

patterns together that the child needs to work on or to refer to something you talked about while 

creating the sentence.  (I  w  as  at  the  st  ore  w  ith  my  fam  i  ly  .)  Then mix and have the student 

create the sentence again.  Put in a baggie for the child to take home and recreate.   

 

This is based of Marie Clay’s Reading Recovery. 

Wuz  was            store 
    more 
                           bore 

I was at the store with my family. 

I was at the store with my family . 


